In this case, the correlation between X and plasticity is , p. 506) suggest that 'In general, the costs of plasticity can only be accurately estimated when trait values and plasticity are not highly correlated'. Given the close statistical association implicit in the definition of plasticity it would seem that alternate approaches to measuring plasticity are warranted. If this definition is to be employed, the statistical significance of the relationship can be correctly gauged using randomization and cross-validation approaches [3] . 
